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letter bag. 


the “P-R- 


, . hiolocie donnez, je le veux bien, a la mere d e 

servante de ,a J ) J ondanien teux de la methodologie et de l’hygiene, ma is 
famille les princip . ^ vraiment charge d’Ames, comment ell e 

apprenez surtou • ^ de ses en fants. comment elle gravera en 

we have receive* ako 

. Rmssels a farming little brochure with the above title, and for motto 
L rto J*, issued by the ladies who have been for some 
L « Endeavouring to introduce the P.N.E.U. in Brussels. It contains 
JhEee well-written articles , -The Illusions of Mothers, The Power of the 
will Progressive Education - articles which in sentiment and style 
affiliate themselves naturally with the Parents Review Indeed, both 
Belgian Societies are more or less working on P.N.E.U. lines, the one in 
one direction, the other in another. 


THE “P.R.” letter bag. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Cor respondents.'] 

Dear Editor,— Our Annual Conference is to be held from Tuesday, 
15th May, until Friday, 18th May, and I am writing to appeal to your 
readers in London or the vicinity for offers of hospitality. In previous 
years members whose enthusiasm has brought them from distant places 
have had the pleasure of their visit much enhanced by the kind way in 
which they have been entertained in London. May 1 ask all who are 
willing to act as hostesses to communicate with me. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ella Howard Glover, 

^0, Porchester Terrace, W. Secretary Conference Sub -Committee. 


Dear Editor, — May I be permitted to add my experience of Natureform 
shoes to those of Mrs. Scott, whose valuable article in the January number 
I have read with much interest. 

1. Form and shape of footgear.— The shape of Holden Brothers’ boots 
is excellent. I find the toe-post necessary, otherwise the foot swings on 
the insole outwards, forming corns on the little toe. One-toed stockings 
wear better than the ordinary shape, probably because the stocking is not 
stretched tight over the big toe nail, as in the ordinary shape 

2. Ventilation of shoes . — Ihe shoe form secures better ventilation than 
the boot form. Jaeger woollen uppers I have found in the tropics and on 
glaciers keep the foot drier than leather. A perfect combination would 
be Jaeger uppers on Holden soles. The Vitalite (dried gourd) removable 
and washable insock is a great aid in keeping the inside of shoes clean* 
Both for cleanliness and ventilation, brown boots are preferable to black 
offier thffi^ Ce t0 ^ l ' lat k' acl<in S ' s made of lamp-black among 


c , ' dli> or fsatureform are obtainable from a bnei 

secure C ° nS1 L 7 sanda ' s preferable to shoes for young children, as 
TZe E Ct Ventilation > and impede the expansion of the feet 1 

and know nT ^ sandals man y miles, across country and on stony ro 
and know of no more comfortable footgear. 

I am, &c., AN Old SoLDit 


269 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


DEAR ED TOK.-In answer to B. M’s. query as to the best method of 
teaching a child music from the beginning, I can most highly recommend 
Carl Engel's Pianoforte School for Young Beginners. I have used it with 
children from five to twelve years of age, and have found it a most 
successful method^ The publisher is Augener, London. I have also 
heard The Child Pianist, by Mrs. Spencer Curwen, recommended. 


Yours truly, A. M. 

Dear Editor, -May I invite the attention of parents to Educational 
Ideals and Methods , by Cecil Reddie. published by George Allen iso 
Charing Cross Road ; price i j. net. This little work gives many useful 
hints how to occupy our children in the holidays, how to interpret School 
Reports, and as to what points such reports should inform parents. 

I am, yours, &c., J. G. C. C. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 26, Victoria Street , S.W. 

2 o whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print . N.B. — 
Kindly write on one side of the paper only . 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Brussels. — Names may be sent pro tern., Madame de Goeij, 35 
Rue du Moulin. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. 

Copenhagen. 

Croydon. — Names may be sent pro tern., P. Rands, Esq. , Brighty, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Dublin. 

Esher. 

Guildford. — Names may be sent pro tern, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Manchester. 

Norwich. 

Norwood and" 5 District.— Mrs. Weatherley, 35, Alexandra Road f 
Gipsy Hill. 

Nottingham. 

V °L XI.— NO. 4 
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Stkeatham. — Apply Mrs. W.atherley, 35, 

Surbiton. 


Swansea. 
Winchester 
Windsor 


Windsor. 

Readers of the Parents’ Review living in these districts, 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


°r havir, 


The Library Committee beg to acknowledge with many thanks the f 
of the following books : — The Map of Life, from the Author, W. E H 
Lecky, M.A. ; The Angel of the State , by F. Sewall, from Mrs. Brierdiff e • 
Through the Farm-yard Gate, Child’s Stories and Rhy?nes, Natur 
Myths and Stories, from Messrs. J. Curwen & Sons. 


Belgravia.— A lecture was given on Thursday, March 15th, by Canon 

Scott Holland— subject, “Has Plato anything to say to us?” at 

Cranley Gardens, S.W., by kind permission of Mrs. Guy Pym, at 3 30 
Tea and coffee after the meeting. 

Brondesbury and Kilburn.— O n Feb. 23rd Mrs. Codd opened a 
discussion on “ Obedience,” at Winkworth Hall (by the kind invitation of 
Miss Case). She pointed out the necessity of inculcating obedience in 
children from the very earliest years. A very spirited discussion on the 
best method of procuring obedience followed. There was a very good 
attendance.-— On March 13th the Rev. Dr. Walker gave a most interesting 
ec ure on ie Study of Natural History.” He recommended the study 
of entomology to the members about to join the Natural History Club as 
nr crpni^ 051 sui *_ a ^ e ^ or county of Middlesex, as compared with botany 
maki ? ave t ^ lem m °st valuable hints as to the best methods of 

excursion ^ GCtl0n * nsects * He also kindly promised to conduct an 

March igth^Dr f h’ a C< V ’ MrS ’ . Berry Hart ’ 2 9 » Charlotte Square.— On 
of Children ” at* J p A Lain ^ le cture on the “ Physical Education 

Charles Guthrie ^ arcus ’ ^ le kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. 

have been five me t' ^ le ^ ecture will appear next month. — There 

at n o’clock and ^ Reading Circle, four on Tuesday mornings 

the various member 116 ^ ^ r ^ ay at same hour. The books taken by 
hy Guyan ; Professo ^, r ‘ ^ rno ^d’s Life; Heredity a?id Education } 
M^s Mason s Homl J ames? Psychology and Talks to Teachers ; and 
attend these meetings ^cation. All members are cordially invited to 

those who send their 1 ace and time of meeting will be intimated to 

Glasgow.— T he thi a mCS t0 the Secretar y- 

at 1 5 , Woodside Terr meet ' n ^ of ‘his session was held on 15th February, 
r - Yellowlees delivered y ^ind P er mission of Mrs. R. S. Allan' 

r. ter Pointing out the amost interesting address on “Children’s Brains- 
del »cacy and min, extraordinary comnlexitv nf the brain, and the 


and minutenes^ ^* traordlnar y complexity of the brain, 

^ the busiest organ c f lts . structure > he went on to show that it is h) 
° dll y a ndmentaH un ; t i°" tr0ll T ln ^ w *thout trouble to us, the whole of the 
s - it is the crown of the organism. Its c ° S 


relation to the bodily organs explains whv it ; e 

derangement of them. After a warning rCadl . y UpSet an Y 

the brain, the lecturer next spoke of th/ °.y erstraln of an y Part of 

Biains vary as much as faces, each individ^ ° US Vanet y in bra ins 
separately. Taking up the mental functions oltL ^ COnsidered 

development of the infant’s intelligence from ,1 * bram ’ he traced the 

ments of the tiny clutching fingers to the full 6 ^ wanderin £ move- 
desire to know, which we dub inquisitiveness v awakenin g of that keen 
anecdotes illustrated children’s reasoning PowerTTh ^ charmin S 
supernatural and their sense of humour. D r Yellmvl .u SCnSe ° f the 
errors in training. Proper nourishment, proper exerX orf^^ ^ l ° 
proper rest are all essential to health t 1 - f fun ctions and 

- - * — - ™r^tal,/:o n t“r e Zea nd ^ e 

precocity ,, not to be encouraged. No child should be Certified 7 ,h 
ghosts or shut up in a dark room. Unwise forcing u teinbed with 

let children know less and have better health S \v ger ° us - Rather 
children, avoids uniformity, and doe not sefthe ^ * *?'** gra * s 

,bey are no, fitted. Roof is wanted Tor Vhtd' 0 ,' ’"t 

shouid be a joy- Neve, coerce a child in the choice othis life's work. Co”»« 
his tastes and do not let him choose too early. Every care and considemion 
should be shown in dealing with exceptional or abnormal brains They 
may be too slow or too vivid, making the child dull or restless and fidgety 
Or he may be shy to a morbid degree or morally twisted, not knowing the 
meaning of truth and with small conceptions of honesty. Such conditions 
are to be regarded as manifestations of disease and treated accordingly. 
At the close the lecturer, who was listened to with close attention, kindly 
answered various questions asked by his hearers. 

Harrow.— A lecture was given recently at the Schools, St. Anne’s Road 
by Mr. Garrod, on - Parents and School Scholarships.” The lecturer said 
that the proper teaching of history and geography to the young is one of 
the finest forms for the teaching of imagination, but many boys know 
nothing about the history of their own country, or about its literature. He 
argued that specialisation should not begin in a boy’s school life till he was 
sixteen years old, because the mind cannot begin to focus till then. If it 
'vere to work for a better curriculum for the Public Schools, he urged that 
the Parents’ National Educational Union would find the masters of the 
Preparatory Schools ready and glad to work with it. The lecturer urged 
that scholarships should be retained, but reformed. He was in favour of 
no Latin being taught to a boy before he was fourteen, or indeed any but 
present day languages ; but that a greater knowledge of history should be 
mculcated, and that a boy should be taught as a sine qud non how to read 
and write his own language well . — A lecture will be given on April 3rd, at 
hss Buchan Smith’s, Nortlnvood, by Miss Carta Sturge, on “ The place 
Poetry in Imagination and Education. 

Hydr Park AND Bayswaikr. — H on. Sec., Mrs. Franklin, 50, 
Chester Terrace, Hyde Park. At Home Thursday Mornings. — A notice 
Mrs. Ashley Carus-Wilson’s lecture, on March 28th, will appear in the 
^ ext issue. — In May, Dr. Schofield will lecture on “The Natural and 
rtificial.” — Cricket for girls and women and for children commences on 
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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 




A .. particulars from Mrs. Franklin.- Mrs. Franklin wiiThT^ 

t0 P s r end notices of the Conference (May 15th to 18th) to any fri end fj 
members, as also invitation cards to the Conversazione on May , 6th- ‘ 

hopes all members will make an effort to be present at the Confer^* 
meeting's, which promise to be very interesting. Offers of hospital* 
country members are desired. 

READING. -A meeting of this Branch was held on Feb. 23rd, at Readi 
College (by kind permission of the Principal). The chair was taken" 1 ** 
7 . 3 o p.m., by W. M. Childs, Esq., M.A., who briefly introduced Mr. T g 
Rooper, M.A., H.M.I., and called upon him to read a paper 0 
“Individualism in Education. I his was listened to with interest and 
delight by a large audience, numbering about 100, amongst whom wer 
several students of the college. The chairman concluded with some able 
remarks on the subject of the evening. — The programme for the remainder 
of 1900 is a very attractive one. April 5th : Lecture by Miss Carta Stursr * 
on “ The place of the Imagination and of Poetry in Education.” J une 2nd ■ 
Discussion (subject to be announced later), introduced by Rev R p 
Newhouse, M.A. Sept. 19th: Lecture by Hon. and Rev. Canon K 
Lyttelton, on “The Connection between Religion and Conduct in Educa 
tion.” Chairman, Rev. H. B. Gray, D.D., Warden of Bradfield College 
Nov. 22nd: Discussion, on “The Educational Value of Games” 
introduced by Rev. R. H. Hart-Davis, M.A., supported by Rev. W C 
Eppstein, M.A., Head Master of Reading School, and others.— Natural 
History Club .— On Feb. 20th, at 6 p.m., in the Abbey Hall, Mr. W. Smithson 

H :T ee ;? ed t0 SO u e 48 chiIdren about “ Colour amongst Animals.” 

A hL°t" e eai ™ an y eautiful lantern slides, which were greatly enjoyed. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to him. 

mSionrf Mrs.^Xd7 A at m North g HMf T (by kind per ' 

indisposition to give his lecture Mi T, D J‘ ^ be11 ^ unable throu S h 

his place Mkc c f 1 ^ lss Carta Sturge very kindly lectured in 

, her “ bj “' “■"» «■« «' -* 
poetry in every-day life. ’ mg m ° St thorou L r hly with the use of 

Woodford, Wanst-fac, «* TT x t 

Feb. 2 1 st, an interesting f. N ° Leyt °nstone.— On Wednesday, 

kind invitation of the Secret^f^xu^ hdd at Mint0 House (by the 

who opened the meeting u ^ ' lhe Cbair was taken b y Mrs. Whitaker, 
tv,o - » ' Vltl1 a few very^appropriate remarks, introducing 

r; the 
ing of 
stions, 
was a large 


th * subject of a paper written h appr0pria 
paper was read bv Mice p ^ ^ res ^ en t, Mrs. Ann Fowler; the 
children. The paper was Fowler * It dealt with the training of 

which opened the “ MntVi U .» ° useful and helpful suggestions, 

number of ers f^lk that a lar^e 


number of mothers present er ^ ta l k M that followed * There 

ln ™ an y points raised a ° S OVVe< ^ 111 uc h appreciation of and interest 
motherly help brought a vprv V ° te ^ an ^ s to Mrs. Ann Fowler for her 
the next address will be Jp Ucce * sful meeting to a close.— The subject 
ope s to give.— O n April 7th ments >” which Mrs. Dowson, L.R.C.P-* 

ypuP lls > on Swedish drill at T ‘ SS Thomas will give a lecture, illustrated 
6 prese "t session will do ghton - ki n<% arranged by Miss McLean. 

e ^ith a garden party in June. 
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THE 

PARENTS’ REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME- TRAINING AND CULTURE 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


By Mrs. Dowson, L.R.C.P. & S., I. 

The good that comes of penetrating beneath the surface of 
practice, and trying to substitute for mere rule-of-thumb 
or guess-work a consistency of fundamental principles, is 
perhaps not often more plainly shown than in our dealings 
with children. It is to be regretted that we do not recognize 
the full extent of the wrong we do to children in trying 
our prentice hands upon this tender and delicate material, 
content to learn by individual experience what we might 
have learnt before this experience began, and to amend 
through their misfortune a practice that might have been 
put to a preliminary test. It is not ‘ practical,’ in the good 
sense, to blunder needlessly from wrong ways into right 
ones in the momentous task of bringing discipline to 
bear upon the formation of character in the young. 

This, I think, is my justification for bringing before you 
for discussion a view of punishment which may at first sight 
a Ppear remote from the needs of every day. 

The word punishment covers in ordinary use two great 
classes or kinds of things. I mean that all grades and 
banners and details of punishment fall — or so it seems to 
016 into one or^another of two divisions. 

f • Disciplinary chastisement directed towards correcting 
tbe faults of the offender and helping him to form his 

character aright. 
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A lecture given in substance to the Woodford Branch. 
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